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Amendment dated April 1 8, 2006 
First Preliminary Amendment 

AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

On page 1, please amend the specification by inserting the following paragraph after the 

Title: 



This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 



0/1 19,433, jHgfW\pril 9, 2002, which claimsjie^enefit of priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 19(e) from 



^Provisional Application Seria H^oT60^93,466, fjteTr\fy y 24, 2001, entitled "Method and 
System for Distributing Traffic to Multiple Load balancers, 1 ' the benefit of each is further claimed 
herein. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Paul Szabo et al. 



Application No.: 10/644,692 



Confirmation No.: 6716 



Filed: August 20, 2003 



Art Unit: 2157 



For: METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR SCALING 



Examiner: Ario Etienne 



NETWORK TRAFFIC MANAGERS 

PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.78(A)(3) FOR UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED CLAIM 
UNDER 35 U.S.C. S 120 FOR THE BENEFIT OF PRIOR-FILED APPLICATIONS 

MS Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant hereby petitions the Commissioner pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .78(a)(3) to accept an 
unintentionally delayed claim for benefit of priority in this application. 

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/119,433, 
filed April 9, 2002 (which was co-pending with the present application when filed), which claimed 
the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) from U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 
60/293,466, filed May 24, 2001. The specification and Application Data Sheet inadvertently and 
unknown to Applicant or his attorneys failed to refer to the direct parent applications, Serial No's. 
10/1 19,433 and its Provisional 60/293,466. 
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Application No.: 10/644,692 



2 Docket No.: 08204/1 2003 1 1 -US2/1 0.035C2 



Applicant therefore petitions the Commissioner to accept his claim for the benefit of Serial 
No. 10/119,433 and its Provisional 60/293,466. The entire delay between the date the claim was 
due under 37 CFR § 1 .78(a)(2) and the date of this pet '*™ ^ im jnt P nti™ a l_ 

This petition is accompanied by the following: 

1. Surcharge under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(f) in the amount of $1370.00; and 

2. The reference required by 35 U.S.C. § 120, 35 U.S.C. § 119 and 37 C.F.R. § 

1.78(a)(2), in the form of an amendment amending the first sentence of the specification following 

the title to include a reference to the prior-filed applications Serial No's. 10/119,433 and 

60/293,466, and also a Supplemental Application Data Sheet. 

Applicant submits that all the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(3) are satisfied, and 
the Commissioner is respectfully requested to grant this Petition. 

Dated: April 18,2006 Respectfully submitted, 




/Registration No.: 52,361 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 1 01 50-5257 
(206) 262-8900 
(212) 527-7701 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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M&G No. 50002.0035USI1 

METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR SCALING NETWORK TRAFFIC MANAGERS 



Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to computer network traffic, and in particular to 
distributing network traffic associated with traffic management devices. 

Background 

The Internet's core bandwidth continues to double every year. Some of 
this additional bandwidth is consumed as more and more users access the Internet. 
Other additional bandwidth is consumed as existing users increase their use of the 
Internet. This increase of Internet use translates into an increase in traffic directed to 
and from World Wide Web (WWW) servers and other Internet servers. 

Replacing a WWW server with a WWW server of twice the capacity is a 
costly undertaking. Adding additional WWW servers is less costly but generally 
requires a load-balancing mechanism to balance workload so that each virtual server 
performs work proportional to its capacity and the number of servers available to the 
traffic management device that is performing the load balancing. 

This requirement for more sophisticated traffic management requires 
more processing. With a sufficient rate of requests, eventually a traffic management 
device may not be able to process traffic in a timely manner. Therefore, it is with 
respect to these considerations and others that the present invention has been made. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments of the present invention 
are described with reference to the following drawings. In the drawings, like reference 
numerals refer to like parts throughout the various figures unless otherwise specified. 

For a better understanding of the present invention, reference will be 
made to the following Detailed Description of the Invention, which is to be read in 
association with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
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